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Welcome to this first edition of the FEMAS Newslet-
ter in the new format. Your feedback is appreciated.

The content is intended to inform members on devel-
opments in the maritime industry to keep you up to 
date with recent events. 

We welcome articles and short papers to publish 
here, send them to me at our email address. Photos 
and diagram are also welcome but should be at least 
300 dpi to ensure the detail is easy to see. If you are 
unsure please contact the Secretary for advice.

The latest FEMAS News will be found on page 18.

Paul Owen, FEMAS Secretary.

The Federation of European Maritime Associations of Surveyors and Consultants

October 2017

Email: sec@femas.info                       LinkedIn: “Secretary FEMAS”             Website: https://www.femas.info  

ABS and comprehensive sur-
vey of ballast water treatment        
systems
It was announced from Houston early in August that 
ABS had published a report providing insights into 
how industry is progressing with ballast water man-
agement (BWM) systems. 

Based on input provided by owners and operators 
with BWM systems on board their vessels, the report 
covers a range of topics, including installation, com-
missioning and operations of BWM systems. 

In the words of ABS Executive Vice President for 
Global Marine Dr  Kirsi Tikka: ‘It is important to share 
with all stakeholders the outcome of the ABS organ-
ized workshop on the issues and best practices with 
ballast water management systems. When we hear 
directly from owners and operators, we are better 
able to understand the challenges in the operation of 
the systems, and for those systems which are opera-
tional, what practices are being followed.’ 

To form an accurate picture of the current progress 
with BWM compliance, owners and operators with 
installed ballast water management systems were 
surveyed and invited to participate in the workshop. 
Survey results from approximately 30 owners and 
operators were aggregated to help identify trends 
and understand common practices while maintaining 
anonymity. 

In analysing the responses, ABS learned that 57% of 
the systems installed on the vessels were being op-
erated. The remaining systems were either deemed 
‘inoperable’ or considered ‘problematic.’ 

This report reveals that some of the major challeng-
es that shipowners and operators face with BWM 
systems are related to software, hardware and the 
crew’s ability to operate the systems correctly. 

System operators have had to develop plans to 
keep up with hardware maintenance and maintain 
an inventory of spare parts on a vessel. A recurring 
concern expressed by many owners relates to the 
chemical consumables used for determining residual 
oxidants in the ballast water. Proper storage and han-
dling is critical to the operation of systems employing 
total residual oxidant (TRO). 

Another major finding from the workshop was the 
importance and necessity of maintaining an effec-
tive training strategy to ensure crew members can 
operate these systems properly and safely. Improved 
training methods and system manuals will decrease 
the number of issues that stem from operational er-
rors. 

Said ABS Director for Environmental Performance 
Thomas Kirk: ‘This comprehensive report, based on 
feedback from our workshop, is an important assess-
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ment of the readiness of industry when it comes to 
ballast water compliance. It is important that the prac-
tices which are being used successfully by some ves-
sel owners are shared with others in the industry.”’

To download the report readers are invited to apply 
by way of the form to be found on the ABS website 
here: http://tinyurl.com/y7kd595k 

About ABS

Since its founding in 1862, the American Bureau of 
Shipping (ABS), a New York not-for-profit corpora-
tion, has been committed to setting standards for 
safety and excellence as one of the world’s leading 
ship classification organizations.

The mission of ABS is to serve the public interest as 
well as the needs of our members and clients by pro-
moting the security of life and property and preserv-
ing the natural environment.

ABS has been at the forefront of marine and offshore 
energy innovation for more than 150 years. In a con-
stantly evolving industry, ABS works alongside its 
partners tackling the most pressing technical, oper-
ational and regulatory challenges so the marine and 
offshore industries can operate safely, securely and 
responsibly.

The surveyors, engineers, researchers and regulato-
ry specialists who form the ABS team work in more 
than 200 offices in 70 countries around the world pro-
viding traditional classification services as well as on-
the-ground technical services in asset performance, 
energy efficiency, environmental performance and 
life cycle management. With a passion for making 
the world a safer place, while also delivering prac-
tical and innovative solutions, ABS stands ready to 
assist and advance the marine and offshore energy 
industries. 

Illustration reproduced by kind courtesy of the ABS 
website ©: www.abs-group.com 

The Nautical Institute launches 
maritime evidence guidelines
Guidelines for Collecting Maritime Evidence was 
launched by the Nautical Institute at its London Com-
mand seminar in May. 

This a practical guide intended for those afloat or 
ashore who might need to handle material after a 
maritime incident that could be used as evidence 
for later legal proceedings, insurance claims and so 
forth. 

It is considered an essential tool to remove much of 
the uncertainty from the task and will reduce the risk 
of seafarer criminalisation. 

The book is a completely revised edition of NI’s popu-
lar The Mariner’s Role in Collecting Evidence. 

Scope here has been broadened and the content up-
dated to reflect the growing importance of electronic 
evidence. 

Within the pages state safety inspector, Master, insur-
er, surveyor, lawyer and an arbitrator each describe 
evidence collection from their own point of view, ex-
plaining what material needs to be gathered and how 
it will be used. 

The book is accompanied by a separate Handbook 
that should be kept on board as a quick reference 
guide.

To purchase a copy of Guidelines for Collecting Mar-
itime Evidence (accompanied by The Mariner’s Role 
in Collecting Evidence – Handbook) readers are invit-
ed to visit: www.nautinst.org/pubs  

The price is £45

ISBN: 978 1 906915 54 4.
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The IACS Annual Review 2016 - 
Safer and Cleaner Shipping
Dedicated to safe ships and clean seas, the Interna-
tional Association of Classification Societies (IACS) 
makes a unique contribution to maritime safety and 
regulation through technical support, compliance ver-
ification and research and development. 

More than 90% of the world’s cargo carrying tonnage 
is covered by the classification design, construction 
and through-life compliance Rules and Standards set 
by the twelve Member Societies of IACS.

It is understood that IACS Procedural Requirements 
require member societies to provide monthly reports 
on ships in class; class suspensions lasting more 
than seven days, reinstatements, withdrawals and 
reassignments; transfers; and ISM Code and ISPS 
Code certificates issued. This information is collect-
ed directly by Equasis (www.equasis.org ) whereby 
a weekly updated list from Equasis is available to 
download. 

More information about IACS can be found by visiting 
its website at:  www.iacs.org.uk 

Leadership, performance and transparency 

This year IACS published its inaugural Annual Re-
view, detailing the activities and specific tasks it un-
dertook and completed in 2016.

IACS’ technical work, as well as its efforts to improve 
quality and safety, competence building, and interna-
tional and inter-industry relations all feature in the An-
nual Review as do factual summaries of IACS Reso-
lutions that were either new, or were revised, in 2016.

By capturing in one place the full range of IACS work, 
the Annual Review provides an overview of the very 
significant contribution that IACS, through its twelve 
member societies, makes to the maritime industry. 

It also marks a further step in the Association’s 
long-standing commitment to transparency and 
openness in its efforts to advance the cause of safer, 
cleaner shipping.

The 2016 IACS annual review is also available in 
high resolution at 41MB here: 

http://tinyurl.com/ycu6nbef

Hard copies of the Annual Review are available upon 
request from the IACS Permanent Secretariat at:

International Association of Classification Societies 
(IACS)
Permanent Secretariat
6th Floor
36 Broadway
London
SW1H 0BH UK
E-mail: permsec@iacs.org.uk
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7976 0660

DNV GL and drones
It was announced from Hamburg on 3 August that 
DNV GL surveyors have carried out the classification 
society’s first offshore drone survey on the semi-sub-
mersible vessel Safe Scandinavia in the North Sea. 

This 25,383 gt tender support vessel (TSV) is owned 
and operated by Prosafe, supporting Statoil’s drill-
ing operations off the coast of Norway. Using cam-
era-equipped drones, DNV GL’s drone pilots checked 
the TSV’s fairleads and their connection with the ves-
sel’s two columns as part of the intermediate survey.

In the words of Ian Young, Chief Operating Officer at 
Prosafe: ‘Innovation is one of Prosafe’s core values. 
We are very pleased that we chose to try the drone 
survey, as it helped us optimize our survey require-
ments and allowed us to save significant amounts 
of time and money. Normally, this kind of operation 
would cause disruption to our client for several days. 
The drone survey took only a few hours and was just 
as effective.’ 

Cezary Galinski, Project Manager Classification Po-
land at DNV GL added by way of explanation: ‘This 
was a great opportunity for us to demonstrate our 
drones’ abilities to check the condition of remote ex-
ternal components in challenging offshore conditions. 
The inspection only required the semi-submersible to 
de-ballast, then we flew the drone approximately 25 
metres below the main deck to check the condition 
of the fairleads and their connections to the columns 
that hold up the TSV. With wind speeds of approxi-
mately 15 knots, this went very well and the survey 
showed that the fairleads and their connections were 
in a good condition.’

DNV GL has carried out multiple drone surveys on 
ships and offshore units, inspecting many areas on 
board, ranging from tanks and cargo holds to exter-
nal structures such as jack-up legs. The inspection of 
such spaces can be both costly and time consuming, 
and even in some instances potentially dangerous. 
Using drones to visually check the condition of re-
mote structural components can significantly reduce 
survey times and staging costs, while at the same 
time improve surveyor safety. 
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DNV GL has built a network of trained drone pilots 
based in Gdynia, Piraeus, Singapore, Houston and 
Shanghai. This allows drone survey inspections to be 
offered from any of these hubs. At the same time, 
DNV GL is developing guidelines and updating our 
rule set to reflect the use of remote inspection tech-
niques. 

A related video to the operation mentioned above is 
available here: http://tinyurl.com/ycen6phe 

Prosafe is a leading owner and operator of semi-sub-
mersible accommodation vessels owning or operat-
ing eight units as well as  safety and support vessels 
and one tender support vessel (TSV) that is providing 
drilling support services on the Norwegian Continen-
tal Shelf.

This versatile fleet provides a combination of dynam-
ically positioned and anchored vessels able to op-
erate in nearly all offshore environments and it has 
extensive experience from operating gangway con-
nected fixed installations, FPSOs, tension leg plat-
forms and more. 

The company has, or has had, operations offshore of 
Denmark, Norway, Russia and the UK; Tunisia and 
West Africa; Brazil, Mexico and the USA; North-west 
and South Australia and the Philippines.

DNV GL has carried out its first offshore drone survey 
on board the tender support vessel Safe Scandina-
via. 

Credit: DNV GL©

ClassNK issues EU MRV Monitor-
ing Plan approval to Iino Marine 
Service Co Ltd

Early in August it was reported from Tokyo that 
ClassNK has issued approval certification to Iino Ma-
rine Service Co., Ltd. on successful assessment of 
an EU MRV Monitoring Plan for its chemical tanker 
Chemroad Wing as an EU MRV verifier on 28 July. 
The issue of this approval certification is a first for 
ClassNK, it is understood.

EU MRV* is an EU regulation on the monitoring, re-
porting, and verification of CO2 emissions from ves-
sels. This regulation lays down rules for developing 
Monitoring Plans to the verifiers accredited by a 
national accreditation body in the EU by 31 August 
2017 for ships above 5,000 gt which arrive at or de-
part from ports under the jurisdiction of an EU mem-
ber state. 

This regulation also outlines requirements for col-
lecting data and submitting Emission Reports from 1 
January 2018, and is known as the Monitoring Pro-
cess.

ClassNK acquired approval from UK-based nation-
al accreditation body UKAS (www.ukas.com **) in 
March 2017 as an EU MRV verifier. 

A vessel’s Monitoring Plan submitted states data col-
lection methods for fuel consumption, distance trav-
elled, time spent at sea, amount of cargo carried, as 
well as methods to be used to treat data gaps.

Finally, ClassNK has stated that it will continue sup-
porting customers to apply for the Monitoring Plan 
Assessment. 

Further detailed information on Assessment and Ver-
ification based on the EU MRV  is available on the 
ClassNK website to be found at: 
www.classnk.or.jp/hp/en/authentication/eumrv/ 

* REGULATION (EU) 2015/757 OF THE EUROPE-
AN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL on the 
monitoring, reporting and verification of carbon diox-
ide emissions from maritime transport, and amending 
Directive 2009/16/EC.

** The United Kingdom Accreditation Service (UKAS) 
is the national accreditation body for the United King-
dom, appointed by government, to assess organisa-
tions that provide certification, testing, inspection and 
calibration services.

With Approval Certificate pictured (left-right) Akira 
Hoshi (Director & General Manager of Engineering 
Department, Iino Marine Service Co., Ltd.) and Tosh-
io Koiwa (Director of Assurance Operations Division, 
ClassNK). 
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New ABS publications
ABS announced in July the issue of Generic Rules 
for Conditions of Classification, Materials and Weld-
ing, and Surveys After Construction.

This document is available on the ABS website at:

http//ww2.eagle.org/en/rules-and-resources/ 

Sections are listed here:

Part 1, Rules for Conditions of Classification - High-
Speed Craft 2017

 April 2017

Part 1, Rules for Conditions of Classification - Off-
shore Units and Structures 2017

 May 2017

Part 1, Rules for Conditions of Classification 2017

 May 2017

Part 2, Rules for Materials and Welding

 January 2017

Part 2, Rules for Materials and Welding - Aluminium 
and Fiber Reinforced Plastics (FRP) (Chapters 5-6) 
2017

 January 2017

Part 7, Rules for Survey After Construction 2017

 July 2017

IACS C75 

The 75th  session of the IACS Council (C75) was 
held in Beijing towards the end of June and once 
again made substantial progress on a range of is-
sues.  These included initiating a review to ensure 
that IACS Resolutions are fully adapted to handle 
the future development of ships with increased au-
tomation and connectivity and aligning the IACS 
strategic plan for the next five years to complement 
the vision and strategic directions of the IMO. Fur-
ther, IACS continues developing an oversight pro-
gramme that enables Administrations to oversee 
their Recognised Organisations in a robust and ef-
ficient manner.  Set against the background of the 
decreasing trend in Port State Control detentions, 
the IACS Council was also pleased to confirm that 
all IACS Members had once more successfully 

completed their periodic membership review that 
ensures their ongoing membership of the Associ-
ation.

C75 also marked the conclusion of China Classifi-
cation Society’s chairmanship of IACS.  Reflecting 
on his year in office, Dr Sun, stated ‘It has been 
a landmark year for IACS; collectively the IACS 
members have accomplished a range of initia-
tives including signing an historic Memorandum of 
Agreement with the IMO, achieving full Goal Based 
Standards (GBS) compliance at MSC 98, promot-
ing work on cyber safety and innovative survey 
techniques and further strengthening relationships 
with regulators and industry.’

The IACS Chairmanship passes on 1 July ‘17 to Mr 
Knut Ørbeck-Nilssen, CEO Maritime, DNVGL.  Ad-
dressing the IACS Council, Ørbeck-Nilssen high-
lighted his priorities for his Chairmanship which will 
be to further improve IACS quality systems and 
the assessment of IACS Members against those 
standards, to modernising Class in anticipation 
of the developments posed by digitalization and 
new technologies and to deepening IACS’ ongoing 
commitment to transparency in line with the expec-
tations of our stakeholders and society at large. 

Having thanked Dr Sun for his dedicated leader-
ship of IACS, Ørbeck-Nilssen went on: ‘I look for-
ward to the challenge of chairing IACS during this 
time of rapid technological change and digitalisa-
tion.  The current tectonic shifts in markets, reg-
ulations and technology make it crucial that IACS 
retains its position as a key player in this evolving 
landscape with high standards of performance and 
quality.’

Immediately following C75, IACS hosted a high-lev-
el workshop on International Maritime Strategy at-
tended by senior representatives from the IMO, 
Flag States, shipbuilders and shipowners where 
the future IMO strategy was discussed along with 
the role of Class and IACS in supporting its suc-
cessful delivery.  

Closing the workshop Dr Sun stressed the need 
for ongoing dialogue and cooperation between all 
partners and concluded: ‘Looking forward, I be-
lieve Mr. Ørbeck-Nilssen will lead IACS to future 
success and deliver on our common goal of safer 
ships on cleaner oceans.’
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Bow thruster replacement in 
stages kept cruise vessel on 
schedule
Towards the end of July Hydrex* reported that a 
208-metre cruise vessel sailing in the Caribbean had 
suffered steering problems after one of its two bow 
thrusters had malfunctioned. Having to depend on a 
tug every time the ship berthed would quickly become 
expensive. Going off-schedule, however, to have the 
bow thruster replaced would cost the owner both 
money and reputation. A repair method was there-
fore needed that could be carried out on-site without 
interrupting the vessel’s schedule. Hydrex employed 
its tried and tested flexible technique known as ‘Mob-
dock’ with experienced diver/technicians.

There was only eight hours at each port of call dur-
ing the ship’s programme in the Caribbean. It was 
therefore important that the operation was split into 
parts that could be finished before the vessel had to 
leave once again to steam to the next port. Perfect 
planning and constant communication between the 
technical department in the office and the port team 
was essential in achieving success.

By performing the operation in steps on-site and un-
derwater, Hydrex made it possible for the owner of 
the cruise vessel to follow his schedule.

Specific results for specific needs

Ever since Hydrex was founded in 1974 the company 
has striven to keep the impact of repair work for own-
ers as small as possible.

Performing operations afloat and underwater has 
been a very important factor in its achievements. 
Over the years the company has developed tech-
niques to perform on-site repairs to every part of the 
underwater hull from damaged shell-plating, leaking 
seals and deformed propeller blades to malfunction-
ing thrusters.  

Hydrex’s teams perform all operations afloat in the 
fastest possible time, and to drydock standards, it is 
claimed and the company offers attention to a wide 
range of underwater problems without sacrificing 
quality or safety.

Sometimes a very straightforward repair is needed. 
In others a specific, tailor-made cure is designed by 
the Hydrex R&D department. 

In the case of the cruise vessel in the Caribbean the 
repair was one the teams had completed on many 
occasions, but the cruise timetable was problem-
atic. Because of the nature of the vessel, its strict 
schedule included many short stops and so Hydrex’s 
technical department proposed a scope of work that 
would allow them to perform the replacement in stag-
es in several different ports.

Diver/technician teams have performed repairs in 
phases on numerous vessels. Examples include an-
other recent bow thruster operation, carried out in 
French and Dutch waters, and an underwater stern 
tube seal replacement on a cruise vessel sailing back 
and forth between Turkey and Greece.

Time is of the essence
In the Caribbean removal of bow thruster blades 
and the unit was completed in the wet. Installation 
of the new bow thruster in the following port need-
ed to be achieved in the dry to avoid water ingress 
and was completed with Hydrex flexible Mobdocks 
developed by the company in-house and used to 
close off a thruster tunnel. Mobdock, short for ‘Mo-
bile mini-drydock’, enables the diver/technicians to 
create a dry environment in which to work while the 
vessel is afloat. These Mobdocks have been used 
during thruster operations for over 20 years, it is re-
ported. Initially, rigid Mobdocks were used, but later 
a lightweight flexible variant was designed and com-
missioned. These can be shipped worldwide by air.
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Conclusion

Hydrex and its Mobdock method can assist shipown-
ers with many of the difficulties they encounter with 
thrusters. It is understood that a wide range of under-
water repair or maintenance work can be carried out 
to all thruster types. An entire unit can be overhauled, 
propeller blades or seals replaced or repair work per-
formed on a specific part by Hydrex diver/technicians 
on site. Teams are trained to be flexible and adapt 
to rapidly changing circumstances working in shifts 
around the clock for speedy completion. 

*With HQ in Antwerp and offices in Rotterdam, Cadiz, 
and Tampa.

ABS Classes US-built liquefied 
gas barge
Delivery of Harvest represents significant milestone 
for the US fleet.

It was announced in July from Houston that the ABS-
classed Harvest, an articulated tug barge (ATB) pur-
pose-built to transport liquefied anhydrous ammonia, 
has been delivered to a subsidiary of Savage Compa-
nies by US shipbuilder Vigor. 

To quote ABS Americas Division President Jamie 
Smith: ‘The delivery of this ATB represents a landmark 
achievement for all of the project stakeholders as well 
as the US shipbuilding industry. The first-of-its-kind in 
over three decades, the Harvest will help reshape the 
US fleet and support safer trading in US waters.’

Harvest is the first complex liquefied ammonia transport 
barge built in the US since 1982. ABS also classed the 
connecting tug, Abundance, which was constructed and 
delivered by Washington-based Nichols Brothers Boat 
Builders. The vessel will support the Jones Act trade of 
Tampa Port Services, LLC, a subsidiary of The Mosaic 
Company, the world’s leading producer and marketer of 
concentrated phosphate and potash. The ATB will be 
operated by a subsidiary of Savage Companies, carry-
ing up to 22,000 tons of anhydrous ammonia (NH3), a 
key ingredient in phosphate-based fertilizer.

In the words of Vigor Senior Vice President and Pro-
gram Manager Joe Corvelli: ‘Working with the ABS 
Global Gas Solutions team and leveraging its experi-
ence in safety and innovation supported a successful 
delivery of the Harvest on an aggressive schedule. This 

vessel, which incorporates the latest technologies, is an 
important part of Tampa Port Services’ operations and 
will contribute to a more efficient and sustainable Jones 
Act fleet.’

Recognizing the changing landscape and increased 
industry focus on gas, ABS launched its Global Gas 
Solutions team in 2013 to support industry in develop-
ing gas-related projects. The ABS Global Gas Solutions 
team provides industry leadership, offering guidance in 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) floating structures and sys-
tems, gas fuel systems and equipment, gas carriers, 
and regulatory and statutory requirements. ABS has 
extensive experience with the full scope of gas-related 
assets and has been the classification society of choice 
for some of the most advanced gas carriers in service.

USCG CO2 Hazard Marine Safety 
Alert 
Towards the end of July the United States Coast Guard In-
spections and Compliance Directorate issued Safety Alert 
07-17.

In simple terms regarding the CO2 hazard is nothing new 
and USCG reminds mariners and others what not to do.  

Two recent vessel inspections saw testing and main-
tenance of a CO2  system that resulted in serious safety 
threats that could have led to loss of life.  One incident in-
cluded the accidental release of the gas in a space where 
the sensor was being tested and could have resulted in a 
fatality.  In another situation the gas came close to being 
released without warning into an occupied engine room 
space after errors had been made during routine system 
maintenance.  

On reflection the Coast Guard noted that both instances 
reflected a lack of knowledge and risk awareness by the 
persons involved.  

The US Coast Guard strongly recommends that: 

Only persons adequately trained and properly evaluated 
can be permitted to participate in CO2 testing and mainte-
nance procedures onboard vessels;

Every person involved must know and consider the result-
ing outcomes for each step of the testing procedure prior 
to it taking place; and

Risks associated with CO2 and other systems should nev-
er be underestimated.   Risk prevention activities should 
always lean towards providing the greatest safety margins 
for those involved including 100% accountability of all per-
sonnel aboard the vessel prior to conducting an operation-
al test of a system.

Coast Guard Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular 
(NVIC) 09-00, 

Change 1 CARBON DIOXIDE FIRE EXTINGUISHING 
SAFETY, contains additional CO2 safety and inspection 
information.

The document may be found here:
http://tinyurl.com/yaxfauew 



 8FEMAS Newsletter 10-2017

Computational Fluid Dynamic 
Analysis

Computational Fluid Dynamics (CFD) is a Computa-
tional Technology that enables the study of the dy-
namics of flow.   With CFD the user can build a com-
putational model that represents a system or device 
that is to be studied.  Fluid flow physics are then ap-
plied to the virtual prototype and associated software 
outputs a prediction of the fluid dynamics.  

CFD is a sophisticated analysis technique that can 
not only predict fluid flow behaviour, but also the 
transfer of heat, mass (such as in perspiration or dis-
solution), phase change (such as in freezing or boil-
ing), chemical reaction (such as combustion), me-
chanical movement (such as of a propeller turning), 
and stress or deformation of related solid structures 
(such as a mast bending in the wind).  

According to information provided by the Royal Insti-
tution of Naval Architects (RINA)   the fundamental ba-
sis of CFD analysis problems are the Navier-Stokes 
equations, which define any single-phase – be it gas 
or liquid, but not both – fluid flow.  It is understood 
that the physics of these simulations can be complex 
with results obtained subject to a degree of technical 
expertise of the technicians performing the analysis.

With CFD there are benefits such that analysis indi-
cates parts of a system or phenomena happening that 
would not otherwise be visible through other means. 
CFD provides a means of visualising and enhancing 
understanding of a design.  With this in mind CFD is a 
tool for predicting what will happen under a given set 
of circumstances.   Put simply, it can answer many 
of the “What if…?” queries that arise.  Variables are 
provided for the outcome.  One can predict how a 
design will perform, variations may be tested until the 
optimal result is achieved and all carried out before 
the physical prototype is created and its testing.   In 
other words the foresight gained from CFD analysis 
assists with a better and faster design thus saving 
time and money.

RINA Services has a wide experience of such prob-
lems and a long track record of success stories in 
setting up CFD simulations and providing clients with 
reliable and useable results. 

See here: http://tinyurl.com/y7c9dek4 

New IACS Chairman Knut 
Ørbeck-Nilssen prioritises mod-
ernisation and transparency
Speaking at a press conference in London on 6 Sep-
tember, new IACS Chairman, Knut Ørbeck-Nilssen, 
CEO of DNV GL – Maritime (pictured), announced a 
series of initiatives designed to ensure that IACS pro-
vides the support its stakeholders need in a rapidly 
changing industry. 

He commented: ‘As the digital transformation of the 
industry accelerates, IACS must continue to remain a 
synonym for quality. We must uphold the high stand-
ards we have set, but make sure that we are provid-
ing the support the industry needs to respond to the 
challenges of today and of the future.’

As such, one of the most 
important parts of the 
coming year will be to im-
plement the IACS Coun-
cil decision to improve the 
quality and transparency of 
internal benchmarking, per-
formance and membership 
criteria. Ørbeck-Nilssen is 
implementing these long-
term initiatives as part of 
IACS’ wider commitment 
to extending the length of 

the its strategic plan to five years, aligning it with the 
IMO; ensuring a more consistent vision and bringing 
a greater sense of continuity to the association.

Ørbeck-Nilssen added: ‘Our industry is becoming 
more complex. Digitalisation is changing not only the 
way the shipping business is being conducted, but 
the systems themselves and the way they interact to-
gether. Because of this, Class needs to be adaptable 
and flexible in our delivery and thinking. IACS mem-
bers should be enabled to provide the services that 
our stakeholders require in the digital age, as these 
are essential for competitive and safe operations.’

As part of his time as Chairman, Ørbeck-Nilssen will 
also be initiating a review of IACS Resolutions to 
identify and remove elements hindering the develop-
ment of new technologies, including ship autonomy. 
In addition, IACS will commence work on developing 
procedures relating to the deployment of electronic 
certificates, while continuing to support the IMO’s 
work in promoting their use throughout the industry.

Modernising survey methods and enabling the use 
of new technologies will be another focus area. 
Ørbeck-Nilssen is overseeing the evaluation and 
further development of the results of the newly es-
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tablished working group reviewing the implications of 
new survey technologies and techniques, including 
CBM (condition based monitoring) and RMD (remote 
monitoring and diagnosis), with a view to developing 
IACS guidelines and recommendations that enable 
the data from these new techniques to be used more 
widely in the survey process.

In conclusion the IACS Chairman said: ‘To help the 
shipping industry continue to play its vital role in world 
trade, we need to work on initiatives that enhance the 
ability of IACS members to offer innovative, relevant 
and efficient services. By doing so we can leverage 
the unique technical capabilities of our members and 
work with regulators and stakeholders, to ensure that 
shipping continues to advance in terms of safety, effi-
ciency, and environmental responsibility.’

About IACS

Dedicated to safe ships and clean seas, IACS makes 
a unique contribution to maritime safety and regula-
tion through technical support, compliance verifica-
tion and research and development. More than 90% 
of the world’s cargo carrying tonnage is covered by 
the classification design, construction and through-
life compliance Rules and standards set by the thir-
teen Member Societies of IACS. 

MCA Survey & Inspection News-
letter

In July the latest edition of the above appeared with 
news and updates on changes in the way the UK 
Maritime & Coastguard Agency Survey & Inspection 
Transformation Programme have taken place.  

Bernadette Kelly, Permanent Secretary at the (UK) 
Department for Transport, indicated that she is confi-
dent the survey and inspection programme will meet 
coming challenges.  

Early in 2015 a business case for the Programme 
was submitted to the Department for Transport and 
approval granted in March the following year (2016).  
After consultation, formal discussions and negotia-
tions took place with trade union representatives and 
the Marine Surveyors were presented with a revised 
package that had been passed to Union Members 
and balloted upon.  The vote was overwhelmingly in 
favour of acceptance and in January 2017 a Steering 
Board ratified the decision to commence implemen-
tation. 

Recruitment for new roles commenced and by the end 
of February two new Assistant Directors had been 
appointed:  Tom Elder, Assistant Director (North) and 

Tony Heslop, Assistant Director (South). 

Business Managers will now allocate work at each 
Marine Office and the development of working pat-
terns will see the introduction of a seven-day working 
week with modification of operational processes us-
ing new technology and systems.

At the time of writing, according to the Newsletter, 
internal recruitment had largely been completed with, 
where necessary, vacancies to be filled externally. 
This showed a positive indication of interest in the 
new Survey and Inspection body.

IMO Maritime Safety Committee 
(MSC), 98th session, 7-16 June 
2017

On 16 June IMO kindly issued a briefing on this 
session summarised below.

Scoping exercise on autonomous vessels put on 
agenda

The MSC agreed to include the issue of marine au-
tonomous surface ships on its agenda. This will be in 
the form of a scoping exercise to determine how the 
safe, secure and environmentally sound operation of 
Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS) may be 
introduced in IMO instruments.

The MSC recognized that IMO should take a proac-
tive and leading role, given the rapid technological 
developments relating to the introduction of com-
mercially operated ships in autonomous/unmanned 
mode.  The scoping exercise is seen as a starting 
point and is expected to touch on an extensive range 
of issues, including the human element, safety, se-
curity, interactions with ports, pilotage, responses to 
incidents and protection of the marine environment.

The scoping exercise could include identifying: IMO 
regulations which, as currently drafted, preclude au-
tonomous/unmanned operations; IMO regulations 
that would have no application to autonomous/un-
manned operations (as they relate purely to a human 
presence on board); and IMO regulations which do 
not preclude unmanned operations but may need to 
be amended in order to ensure that the construction 
and operation of MASS are carried out safely, se-
curely, and in an environmentally sound manner. 

The scoping exercise should address different lev-
els of automation, including semi-autonomous and 
unmanned ships and could include discussion of a 
definition of what is meant by an “autonomous ship”. 
Delegations suggested the exercise should include 
scoping of the full range of human element factors 
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within different levels of autonomy for both shipboard 
and shore-based personnel; scoping of the reliability, 
robustness, resiliency and redundancy of the under-
lying technical, communications, software and en-
gineering systems; and consideration of conducting 
a Formal Safety Assessment or gap analysis as to 
the safety, technical, human element and operation-
al aspects of autonomous remotely controlled or un-
manned ships.

The MSC also agreed that proper consideration 
should be given to legal aspects, including where the 
responsibility would lie in case of an accident involv-
ing a MASS, its consequences to the cargo, and also 
the implications to the shoreside.

It is anticipated that the work would take place over 
four MSC sessions, through to mid-2020. Submis-
sions were invited to the next session (MSC 99, May 
2018).

Adoption of passenger ship stability amend-
ments

The MSC adopted a set of amendments to SOLAS 
chapter II-1, with an expected entry into force 1 Jan-
uary 2020, relating to subdivision and damage sta-
bility.

The amendments were developed following a sub-
stantive review of SOLAS chapter II-1, focusing in 
particular on new passenger ships. The review has 
taken into account recommendations arising from the 
investigation into the 2012 Costa Concordia incident.

In conjunction with the adoption of the aforemen-
tioned amendments, MSC adopted the Revised Ex-
planatory Notes to SOLAS chapter II-1 subdivision 
and damage stability regulations.

The MSC also approved the Revised guidance for 
watertight doors on passenger ships which may be 
opened during navigation.  

Other amendments adopted by MSC

SOLAS amendments (Expected entry into force 1 
January 2020)

•	 Amendments to SOLAS regulation II-2/3.56, re-
lating to the definition of vehicle carrier and draft 
new SOLAS regulation II-2/20.2 on fire safety re-
quirements for cargo spaces containing vehicles 
with fuel in their tanks for their own propulsion, 
specifically vehicles which do not use their own 
propulsion within the cargo space.

•	 Amendments to SOLAS regulation II-2/9.4.1.3 to 
clarify the requirements for fire integrity of win-

dows on passenger ships carrying not more than 
36 passengers and on special purpose ships with 
more than 60 (but no more than 240) persons on 
board.

•	 Amendments to SOLAS regulations III/1.4, III/30 
and III/37 on damage control drills for passenger 
ships, to require damage control drills to take 
place on all passenger ships from 2020. 

IMSBC Code

•	 The 2017 set of draft amendments (04-17) to the 
International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes Code 
(IMSBC Code), to update requirements for a num-
ber of cargoes, was adopted. The amendments 
also included those relating to paragraphs 4.5.1 
and 4.5.2, highlighting the responsibility of the 
shipper for ensuring that a test to determine the 
transportable moisture limit (TML) of a solid bulk 
cargo is conducted. Also included were amend-
ments related to substances which are harmful 
to marine environment, to require the shipper to 
declare whether or not a solid bulk cargo, other 
than grain, is harmful to the marine environment. 

HSC Code

•	 Amendments to the 1994 and 2000 High-Speed 
Craft (HSC) Codes, clarifying the exemption ap-
plicable to certain smaller vessels from the re-
quirement to carry a rescue boat, provided that 
minimum requirements for carrying survival craft 
are met and provided that a person can be res-
cued from the water in a horizontal or near hori-
zontal body position.  

LSA Code

•	 Amendments to the International Life-saving Ap-
pliances (LSA) Code, chapter VI, section 6.1 re-
lating to the proof load tests and safety factors that 
launching appliances and their elements have to 
withstand. Also related amendments to the Re-
vised Recommendation on testing of life-saving 
appliances (resolution MSC.81(70)).

MODU Code

•	 Amendments to the Code for the Construction 
and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 
2009 (2009 MODU Code) to update and amend 
the 2009 MODU Code, taking into account rec-
ommendations arising from the investigation into 
the explosion, fire and sinking of the Deepwa-
ter Horizon in the Gulf of Mexico, in April 2010. 
Key revisions concern machinery and electrical 
installations in hazardous areas, fire safety and 
life-saving appliances and equipment.
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Cyber risk management resolution adopted

The MSC adopted a resolution on Maritime cyber 
risk management in safety management systems. 
The resolution reminds stakeholders that the man-
datory International Safety Management (ISM) Code 
includes a requirement for all identified risks to ships, 
personnel and the environment to be assessed and 
for appropriate safeguards to be established. 

The resolution encourages Administrations to ensure 
that cyber risks are appropriately addressed in safety 
management systems no later than the first annual 
verification of the company’s Document of Compli-
ance after 1 January 2021.

The MSC also approved the joint MSC-FAL circular 
on Guidelines on maritime cyber risk management, 
based on the interim guidelines on guidelines on 
maritime cyber risk management (MSC.1/Circ.1526), 
following the recent approval of the circular by 
the Facilitation Committee. The Circular provides 
high-level recommendations for maritime cyber risk 
management, which refers to a measure of the extent 
to which a technology asset is threatened by a poten-
tial circumstance or event, which may result in ship-
ping-related operational, safety or security failures as 
a consequence of information or systems being cor-
rupted, lost or compromised. The guidelines include 
background information, functional elements and 
best practices for effective cyber risk management.

Piracy and armed robbery against ships

The MSC was updated on the latest statistics con-
cerning piracy and armed robbery against ships, 
based on incidents reported to IMO. A total of 221 
piracy and armed robbery incidents occurred world-
wide in 2016, a fall of about 27% compared to 303 
incidents reported in 2015. 

However, the Committee noted with concern that 
in West Africa, incidents had increased by 77% (62 
incidents in 2016 against 35 in 2015). Although pi-
racy and armed robbery activity in the South China 
Sea had decreased slightly with 68 cases reported in 

2016 compared to 81 in 2015, developments in the 
South East Asian region, particularly in the Sulu-Ce-
lebes Sea, were also concerning (16 in 2016, two in-
cidents in 2015).

In addition, piracy activity off the coast of Somalia 
was still active, with eight incidents reported between 
January and April 2017 involving six merchant ships 
and two dhows and around 39 crew members taken 
hostage/kidnapped.

To address possible under-reporting of piracy and 
armed robbery incidents within the Gulf of Guinea 
region, the MSC approved a circular on reporting of 
incidents of piracy and armed robbery against ships 
in the Gulf of Guinea. The circular urges flag States, 
shipmasters, shipowners/operators and shipping 
companies to report incidents of piracy and armed 
robbery in a timely manner to reporting organizations, 
such as Maritime Domain Awareness for Trade – Gulf 
of Guinea (MDAT – GoG) and the International Mari-
time Bureau Piracy Reporting Centre. This would al-
low better response by coastal States, promptly alert 
other ships in the vicinity and develop a more mean-
ingful understanding of the risk level to ships oper-
ating in areas where incidents of piracy and armed 
robbery occur.

Unsafe Mixed Migration by sea

Member States and international organizations af-
firmed their concern for the humanitarian situation 
and the loss of migrants at sea and agreed that the 
way forward was to promote appropriate and effec-
tive action at the United Nations.

The Committee encouraged Member States and or-
ganizations in consultative status to participate in the 
Global Compact on Migration process underway fol-
lowing the adoption of the New York Declaration for 
Refugees and Migrants adopted on 19 September 
2016.

Adoption of ships routeing systems

The MSC adopted a number of new and amended 
ships’ routeing measures.
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They include the establishment of a new area to be 
avoided (ATBA) as an associated protective mea-
sure for the “Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park Partic-
ularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA) in the Sulu Sea” 
(the Philippines). The ATBA is linked to the proposed 
PSSA, which was approved in principle in 2016 and 
is expected to be formally designated by IMO’s Ma-
rine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 71) 
in July. 

The MSC also adopted the recommended route “Off 
the western coast of Izu O Shima Island”, which is 
the first routeing measure around Japan adopted by 
IMO.

Implementation of E-navigation strategy and op-
erational safety

The MSC adopted and approved a number of new 
and revised performance standards and guidelines 
related to operational safety, including those to imple-
ment the e-navigation strategy.

The MSC approved an MSC circular on Guidelines 
for shipborne positioning, navigation and timing 
(PNT) data processing, which provides guidance 
on enhancing the safety and efficiency of naviga-
tion by improved provision of positioning, navigation 
and timing (PNT) data to bridge teams (including pi-
lots) and shipboard applications (e.g. AIS, ECDIS,). 
Consequential amendments were adopted to reso-
lution MSC.401(95) on Performance standards for 
multi-system shipborne radionavigation receivers.

The MSC also adopted amendments to the revised 
guidelines and criteria for ship reporting systems 
(resolution MSC.43(64)), addressing mandatory ship 
reporting systems established in accordance with 
SOLAS regulation V/11. The revisions update the 
resolution and encourage the use and recognition of 
automated electronic means of ship reporting.

Goal-based standards (GBS) verification audit 
completed

The MSC confirmed that the initial verification audit of 
ship construction rules for oil tankers and bulk carri-
ers submitted by 12 classification societies had been 
successfully completed, following   rectification of the 
non-conformities reported, as instructed by MSC 96.

In 2016, MSC 96 confirmed that ship construction 
rules for oil tankers and bulk carriers submitted by 
12 classification societies conform to the goals and 
functional requirements set by the organization in 
the international goal-based ship construction stan-
dards for bulk carriers and oil tankers (resolution 
MSC.287(87)) which were adopted in 2010; and 
agreed that the non-conformities identified were to 

be rectified.

The MSC also made progress in developing amend-
ments to the GBS Verification Guidelines and agreed 
an updated timetable and schedule of activities for 
the implementation of the GBS verification scheme, 
including the maintenance of verification.

Development of functional requirements of SO-
LAS chapter III

The MSC reviewed the progress made by the 
Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and Equipment 
(SSE) in developing draft functional requirements 
and their expected performance for SOLAS chapter 
III on life-saving appliances and arrangements. The 
aim is to describe the expected performance of the 
functional requirements in quantitative terms.

The Committee invited Member States and interna-
tional organizations to submit relevant information 
and data to the Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and 
Equipment (SSE). 

GMDSS modernization plan

The MSC approved the Modernization Plan of 
the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System 
(GMDSS), prepared by the Sub-Committee on Nav-
igation, Communications and Search and Rescue 
(NCSR). The plan envisages the development of 
amendments to SOLAS and related instruments for 
approval in 2021 and their adoption in 2022, with en-
try into force in 2024.  

Approval of guidance and guidelines

The MSC approved guidance and guidelines, includ-
ing the following:

•	 Guidelines on safety during abandon ship drills 
using lifeboats and draft amendments to up-
date the Guidelines for developing operation 
and maintenance manuals for lifeboat systems 
(MSC.1/Circ.1205). Both sets of guidelines have 
been reviewed following the adoption at MSC 
96 of the Requirements for maintenance, thor-
ough examination, operational testing, overhaul 
and repair of lifeboats and rescue boats, launch-
ing appliances and release gear (resolution 
MSC.402(96)) and the related SOLAS amend-
ments which make them mandatory. The pack-
age of requirements, expected to enter into force 
on 1 January 2020, has made mandatory mea-
sures to prevent accidents with survival craft and 
to address longstanding issues such as the need 
for a uniform, safe and documented standard re-
lated to the servicing of these appliances, as well 
as the authorization, qualification and certification 
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requirements to ensure that a reliable service is 
provided. 

•	 MSC Circular on amendments to MSC.1/
Circ.1503 on ECDIS - Guidance for good prac-
tice.

•	 Guidelines for port state control officers on certi-
fication of seafarers, hours of rest and manning. 
The guidelines were referred it to the Sub-com-
mittee on Implementation of IMO Instruments (III 
4) for inclusion in ongoing work on the revision 
of resolution A.1052(27) on Procedures for port 
State control, 2011.

•	 Guidelines for vessels and units with dynamic po-
sitioning (DP) systems. The guidelines, generally 
applicable to new vessels and units with dynam-
ic positioning systems, have been developed to 
current industry practice and DP technologies, 
since the previous set of guidelines was issued in 
1994 and will still be applicable to existing vessels 
(Guidelines for vessels with dynamic position-
ing (DP) systems (MSC/Circ.645)). Compliance 
with the new Guidelines would be documented 
by means of a Dynamic Positioning Verification 
Acceptance Document (DPVAD) for the dynam-
ic positioning system. The MSC also approved 
amendments to the Guidelines for Dynamic Posi-
tioning system operator training (to be issued as 
MSC.1/Circ.738/Rev.2). 

•	 Amendments to the Guidelines for evaluation 
and replacement of lifeboat release and retrieval 
systems (MSC.1/Circ.1392) intended to include a 
method of assessment for hook fixed structural 
connections of the release mechanism and sup-
porting structure, which are not made of material 
resistant to corrosion in the marine environment, 
in order to confirm that they are in good condition.

•	 Guidance for Parties, Administrations, port State 
control authorities, recognized organizations 
and other relevant parties on the requirements 
under the STCW Convention, 1978, as amend-
ed (STCW.7/Circ.24 as STCW.7/Circ.24/Rev.1), 
based on the recommendation by the Sub-Com-
mittee on Human Element, Training and Watch-
keeping.

Foreign flagged ships detained in 
UK
August 2017

The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) an-
nounced on 7 September that seven foreign flagged 
ships were under detention in UK ports during August 
2017 after failing Port State Control (PSC) inspection.

During August, there was one new detention of a 
foreign flagged vessel in a UK port. Six vessels re-
mained under detention from previous months. 

By way of example here are the details of a Cook 
Islands-flagged vessel which had a range of deficien-
cies, two of which were grounds for detention:

• Rescue boat inventory: Missing equipment 
• Sanitary facilities: Not as required 
• Speed and distance indicator: Inoperative 
• Fire detection & alarm system: Not as required 
• Fire pump and its pipes: Not as required 
• Cargo ship safety construction certificate (includ-

ing exempt): Not properly filled out 
• Maritime Labour Certificate: Not properly filled 

out
• Emergency source of power – emergency gener-

ator: Inoperative (Grounds for detention)
• ISM Not as required: (Grounds for detention)

Insurance damage survey publi-
cations
IIMS has just released three new handy guides for 
sale on the subject of insurance damage surveys. 
The series of ‘What a marine surveyor needs to know 
about’ now boasts sixteen titles in total following the 
launch of these new handy guides, all of which have 
been written by  marine surveyor, Captain Barry 
Thompson.

Although there is a common theme running through 
the series of the handy guides, each is bespoke for 
different parts of the sector. But as Thompson himself 
says: ‘If a surveyor receives a request to carry out 
an insurance claim survey, its purpose is still funda-
mentally the same as with most surveys – to investi-
gate and provide the facts relating to the incident and 
then report his findings. In his enquiries he uses his 
knowledge and experience to consider the facts and 
evaluate them to assist in establishing the cause and 
to determine the best means of minimising the loss.’

The principal aims of the three guides is to convey 
both the basic requirements and the special ones, 
and to help the surveyor to become conversant with 
the customary protocols surrounding surveys for in-
surance claims. A surveyor’s lack of knowledge of 
the marine insurance sector should not be a cause 
for concern, or restraint in accepting an instruction 
to carry out a survey which may become concerned 
with an insurance claim.

The new titles are:

Insurance Damage Surveys (Commercial Ships, Hull 
& Machinery)
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Insurance Damage Surveys (Cargo Claims)

Insurance Damage Surveys (Yachts, small craft and 
workboats)

The three handy guides are priced at £20 each plus 
post and packing and are available directly from the 
IIMS web site. 

For details of how to purchase one or more of these 
guides, or other titles in the ‘What a marine surveyor 
needs to know about’ series see here: 

http://tinyurl.com/ycj7g8e3 

IACS on maritime cyber systems 
On 15 June during IMO MSC 98 IACS gave a pres-
entation that explained the work being undertaken 
within IACS and in an IACS-led industry Working 
Group to support safe and secure shipping and to 
increase its operational resilience to maritime cyber 
security threats.

Increasing complexity and automation of the onboard 
systems may present risks which could make them 
vulnerable to potential operational, safety or security 
failures.

It is the objective of the ongoing work to identify such 
risks and develop appropriate risk control measures 
within the familiar framework of ship classification, in 
order to maintain technical continuity and minimise 
any additional administrative burden.

It may not be just malicious attacks on cyber systems 
that the shipping industry needs to be prepared for; 
cyber systems may also need to be protected from 
themselves, it was reported.

The presentation can be downloaded in Powerpoint 
at: http://tinyurl.com/y92aell2 

Indian Register of Shipping gains 
recognitions from USCG  and EU

From Mumbai it was announced on 7 August that 
the Indian Register of Shipping (IRClass) has gained 
recognition from the US Coast Guard as well as the 
European Union.

Close on the heels of its accreditation for EU MRV 
services from RvA (an EU notified body) reported at 
the end of July, the Indian Register of Shipping has 
been recommended authorisation as a Recognised 
Organisation to undertake statutory surveys and cer-
tification on behalf of the US Coast Guard. Having 
received recognition from the European Union in Au-
gust 2016, this recognition from the US Coast Guard 
is a major step forward signifying its growing global 
recognition.

Executive Chairman Mr. Arun Sharma said: ‘This 
USCG recognition represents a major step forward 
for IRClass as we strive to join the ranks of truly global 
classification societies. With its stringent monitoring 
processes and focus on high performance and quali-
ty, USCG sets high standards of safety and quality in 
the global shipping industry. IRClass is honoured to 
receive this RO status’.

IRClass established its presence in US through its 
office in Houston in 2010.

Another significant achievement is the authorisation 
from the European Union Marine Equipment Direc-
tive (MarED). The MarED wheelmark has become a 
quality label for marine equipment on seagoing ves-
sels worldwide as it indicates compliance with confor-
mity assessment procedures.

This authorisation enables IRClass to act as a No-
tified Body to undertake EC Type Approvals for 
life-saving appliances such as lifebuoys, survival 
craft and rescue boats, lifejackets, inflatable liferafts 
amongst others.

‘This will open up global markets for Indian equipment 
manufacturers, who wish to export their equipment 
(which meets quality norms), once they are approved 
by IRClass. This will provide a boost and contribute 
to the Make in India initiative. Going forward IRClass 
will undertake conformity assessments for marine 
pollution prevention and fire protection equipment as 
well,’ Mr Arun Sharma added.

The Indian Register of Shipping (IRS) is an interna-
tional ship classification society. The not-for-profit 
entity was founded in 1975. IRS is a member of the 
International Association of Classification Societies 
(IACS.

IRClass Systems and Solutions Pvt Ltd. (ISSPL) is 
an organization promoted by the Indian Register of 
Shipping and was set up in 2014. The two compa-
nies IRS and ISSPL form the brand IRCLASS, which 
provides survey, inspection and certification services 
to the maritime and industrial sectors. IRCLASS is 
committed to promoting safe and environmentally 
friendly engineering practices through its services to 
the business community.
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Indian Register of Shipping (IR-
Class) gets accredited for EU 
MRV services 
Leading classification society Indian Register of 
Shipping (IRClass) has been accredited for EU MRV 
Monitoring Reporting and Verification services by 
Raad voor Accreditatie (RvA). This was reported from 
Mumbai on 31 July. RvA is an internationally reputed, 
Netherlands-based EU notified body for accrediting 
an organisation as Independent Verifier as per ISO 
14065 and applicable EU regulation 2015/757.

The EU regulation 2015/757 requires ships of above 
5,000 GT, visiting EU ports and while in EU ports to 
monitor and report their CO2 emissions, fuel con-
sumption and transport work. 

As a first step towards compliance, ship-specific 
monitoring plans where expected to be submitted by 
the company for assessment no later than 31 August 
2017. 

At the end of each calendar year commencing with 
2018, a ship-specific emissions report is required to 
be prepared by the company and submitted to an ac-
credited independent verifier for verification.

This accreditation enables IRClass to undertake 
Assessment of Monitoring Plans and Verification of 
Emissions Reports (CO2) as an Independent Verifi-
er for any ship, anywhere in the world, regardless of 
country of ownership, flag state, or class.

Mr Vijay Arora, Joint Managing Director said: ‘With 
our systematic procedures, technical expertise, and 
user friendly electronic tools, IRClass will provide 
ship-owners and managers with a seamless compli-
ance solution’.

Gibdock’s growing offshore sta-
tus 
Gibraltar’s Gibdock shipyard has completed an exten-
sive package of work on Solstad Shipping’s Normand 
Cutter (illustrated). The 127metre loa, 10,979grt con-
struction support vessel (CSV) left the yard on 29 
June following a 22-day drydock programme, which 
included a comprehensive overhaul of the vessel’s 
entire propulsion system.

Norway-based Solstad has become a regular Gib-
dock customer, entrusting the yard with work on a 
number of high-tech offshore vessels over the past 
decade. 

The 2001-built Normand Cutter is a repeat visitor to 

the yard, having previously docked at Gibdock in 
April 2011 for its last five-year special survey.

Gibdock managing director, Richard Beards, com-
mented: ‘We are delighted that such a well-respect-
ed, quality operator as Solstad has decided to come 
back to us once again. Their continued support is 
much valued and appreciated and this project further 
demonstrates that we have become the ‘go to’ yard 
for offshore vessel work in the region.’ 

The scope of work commissioned by Solstad for 
Normand Cutter included maintenance and repairs 
to key components of its propulsion system. Its five 
Brunvoll thrusters were removed and transported 
to the yard’s workshops, where they were stripped 
down and overhauled before being returned to the 
ship and reinstalled. Similarly, the vessel’s two tail-
shafts and CPP propeller hubs were withdrawn and 
overhauled, as were the two rudders. The rudder till-
er flaps were removed, machined and refurbished as 
part of this process. In addition, the two gearboxes, 
port and starboard, were also overhauled. 

Gibdock also carried out a range of standard dry-
docking and survey items, including painting, valve 
repairs and refurbishment, minor steel repairs and 
pipework. 

Jonathan Pocock, Gibdock’s ship manager for Nor-
mand Cutter, added: ‘It was a challenge to carry out 
this project within the 21-day drydock time allocat-
ed, particularly given the amount of work required to 
overhaul the propulsion system, but we completed 
the task to the owner’s satisfaction.’

Once out of drydock, Normand Cutter remained at 
the Gibraltar yard for intensive crane testing, up to a 
SWL of 330 tonnes. This was carried out by Water-
weights, of Holland, in partnership with Gibdock. ‘We 
have the contacts needed for such specialised test-
ing work inside the yard, even when we don’t have 
that specific capability ourselves,’ said Pocock.

Gibdock has secured a number of offshore vessel 
projects this year, despite the challenging market 
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conditions in the offshore sector. At the time of Nor-
mand Cutter’s departure, three more offshore ves-
sels were in the yard. 

Richard Beards concluded by saying: ‘…We have 
been able to take full advantage of our favourable 
geographic location to serve this market, as compa-
nies mobilise and demobilise assets. Increasingly 
offshore operators in the Mediterranean and West 
Africa view Gibraltar not just as a shipyard, but as 
an offshore base to support their activities in this part 
of the world. On that basis we are optimistic about 
securing further offshore work in the second half of 
2016.’

Gibdock ensures French con-ro 
departs on schedule
Gibdock, the Gibraltar-based shiprepair facility, has 
once again shown its expertise and well-proven ca-
pabilities in the ro-ro cargo vessel sector by carrying 
out an extensive package of work on the 12,049dwt, 
160 metres loa, con-ro container ship, MN Tangara 
(illustrated in June and July this year).

Owned by Compagnie Maritime Nantaise (CMN), the 
2013-built, French-flagged vessel was docked at Gib-
dock for a 12-day programme of works, with the client 
stressing there was no scope for delay in redelivery.

Filip Tsankov, Gibdock’s ship repair manager, said: 
‘CMN told us the date for departure was crucial, as 
there was no spare time in the ship’s schedule. We 
were able to finish a significant quantity of work, car-
rying out multiple tasks in parallel with each other, to 
ensure that MN Tangara left Gibraltar exactly on time 
and to the client’s satisfaction.’

The vessel entered drydock on 24 June and left on 
6 July, allowing the ship to sail from Gibraltar the fol-
lowing day.

During its time in Gibdock, MN Tangara required an 
extensive amount of marine coating over most areas 
of the vessel: hull, superstructure, funnel, crane and 
free-fall davits. In total, a surface area of 12,300m2 
was painted by Gibdock’s repair teams over an elev-
en-day period.

Propulsion machinery works were performed simul-
taneously with the hull painting, with the 18 electric 
motor rotors overhauled and rebalanced. Extent 
of work saw renewal of stern tube seals by in-situ 
bonding; overhaul and repairs to piping and system 
valves; renewal of pipe insulation materials and safe-
ty valve testing. 

In addition, Gibdock’s experienced shiprepair team 
overhauled most of the vehicle deck ventilation fans, 
cleaned and inspected four electrical generators and 
undertook electrical repairs.

This was the first time MN Tangara had visited the 
yard, and only the second occasion that CMN had 
used Gibdock’s drydock services. 

Tsankov added: ‘We worked well with what is a fairly 
new customer for us, to ensure its needs were fully 
met, and were able to demonstrate that we can carry 
out a large amount of work to a high standard, within 
a quite demanding time frame. We have built up good 
co-operation with CMN on this project and hope to 
welcome them back as a customer soon.’

Part of the French Sogestran group, which owns and 
operates a fleet of around 200 river- and ocean-go-
ing vessels, CMN has a fleet of five ro-ro and con-ro 
ships. MN Tangara is deployed on a time charter with 
the French Ministry of Defence, providing logistics 
support to French bases in foreign countries and in 
French overseas départements and territories.

Picture captions for both images:The con-ro vessel 
MN Tangara in dock at Gibdock.
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Global Industry Alliance (GIA) 
launched to support low carbon 
shipping
Leading shipowners and operators, classification 
societies, engine and technology builders and sup-
pliers, big data providers, and oil companies have 
signed up to a new Global Industry Alliance (GIA) to 
support transitioning shipping and its related indus-
tries towards a low carbon future.

It was reported by IMO on 29 June that 14 companies 
had signed up to launch the GIA, under the auspices 
of the GloMEEP Project, a Global Environment Fa-
cility (GEF)-United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP)-IMO project aimed at supporting developing 
countries in the implementation of energy efficiency 
measures for shipping.

Together, the GIA partners will collectively identify 
and develop innovative solutions to address common 
barriers to the uptake and implementation of energy 
efficiency technologies and operational measures. 
Focus will be on a number of priority areas including 
energy efficiency technologies and operational best 
practices as well as alternative fuels and digitaliza-
tion.  Activities likely to be undertaken or promoted 
by the Alliance include inter alia research and devel-
opment; the showcasing of advances in technology 
development and positive initiatives by the maritime 
sector. Also industry fora will gather to encourage a 
global industry dialogue and the implementation of 
capacity building and information exchange activities.

The GIA was officially inaugurated on 29 June at a 
launch ceremony held at IMO HQ and at the margins 
of the first meeting of the IMO Intersessional Work-
ing Group on Reduction of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
emissions from ships.

In his GIA launch speech, IMO Secretary-General 
Kitack Lim said the new alliance would help shipping 
to make its contribution towards greenhouse gas re-
duction and the mitigation of climate change, a key 
target for the United Nations under its Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

He indicated: ‘What we are witnessing today is the 
formal start of a tried and tested partnership concept 

which has the potential to boost still further our efforts 
to kick-start the change that society demands and 
create a firm, tangible basis to transform the shipping 
sector for the better.

‘Under this new public-private partnership initiative, 
these ‘industry champions’, which come from differ-
ent sectors of the industry and may have different 
business strategies within the same sector, are com-
ing together to contribute to tackling the challenges of 
decarbonizing the shipping sector.’

Following the announcement by the GloMEEP Pro-
ject of its intention to establish the GIA, 14 compa-
nies have agreed to become the founding members 
of the GIA, although it is expected that more compa-
nies may join the GIA even after the launch. The ini-
tial members that have formally committed to joining 
the alliance are:

• ABB Engineering (Shanghai) Ltd
• DNV GL SE
• Lloyd’s Register EMEA
• MarineTraffic
• MSC Mediterranean Shipping Company S.A.
• Ricardo UK Ltd
• Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd
• Shell International Trading and Shipping             

Company Limited
• Silverstream Technologies
• Stena AB
• Total Marine Fuels Pte Ltd
• Wärtsilä Corporation
• Winterthur Gas & Diesel Ltd

These companies are supporting the overall goals of 
the GIA by providing their expertise and know-how in 
the area of maritime fuel efficiency, as well as con-
tributing financially towards the GIA Fund from which 
GIA activities will be funded.

Following the launch, the first GIA Task Force meet-
ing was convened to discuss work procedures and 
commence GIA work.

The GIA launch at IMO HQ on 29 June 2017
Photo IMO ©.
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Gibdock takes invasive action for 
Normand Reach
A surge in offshore vessel repair and maintenance 
work at Gibdock has included a special project for 
returning customer Solstad, to ensure that Normand 
Reach meets the exacting hull cleanliness standards 
set by Australia’s National Biofouling Management 
Guidelines for commercial vessels.

The 120.85m length Solstad CSV entered the yard 
for a special wash and brush up on its way to West-
ern Australia, where it has been reported as due to 
enter charter in the coming weeks to work in the Ich-
thys gas field development project.

Solstad is a regular Gibdock customer, but this is 
the first time that the 2014-built Normand Reach has 
been in the yard, with an 11-day period spent in Gib-
dock Drydock No.2 for hull-washing, blasting and an-
tifouling coating, routine drydocking works, and final 
tasks carried out afloat.

“Our decision to use Gibdock on the Normand Reach 
project was based on our previous good experience 
with the yard,” says Conrad Melhus, Solstad Ship-
ping Technical Manager Norway. “The fact that Gi-
braltar is on the route from the North Sea to Singa-
pore/Australia via Suez Canal was also a factor.  A 
lot of cleaning and paintwork performed on the hull, 
and the climate in Gibraltar is most favourable in April 
compared to Norway. Gibdock demonstrated once 
again that it was a good choice for Solstad Shipping 
AS.”

Australian guidelines covering invasive species are 
among the most demanding in the world. Over and 
above regular hull-cleaning work and propeller pol-
ishing, Australian inspections focus on niche areas 
where biofouling can accumulate, including the rud-
der hinge, sea chest, bilge keel and bow thruster, and 
any associated grates.

 “The internal surfaces of sea chests, for example 
need to be painted with antifouling coatings that are 

suitable for the flow conditions of seawater through 
the chest,” says Gibdock Ship Manager Filip Tsank-
ov. “These standards demand deep cleaning and 
close attention to detail.” Gibdock has performed hull 
cleaning work in line with Australian expectations on 
several occasions, he adds.

Gibdock also undertook some special fabrication 
work as part of the job, with new plating installed to 
reinforce the vessel’s bridge and main deck protec-
tion against the threat of piracy.

Richard Beards, Managing Director, Gibdock, says 
the yard acquitted itself once more on offshore work 
demanding high quality solutions while meeting the 
owner’s schedule. Of eight ships in the yard, three are 
offshore vessels from returning customers. It is not 
yet clear whether the upturn in offshore work demon-
strates the green-shoots of recovery in the market, or 
is further evidence of Gibdock’s favourable location 
on the main Europe-Asia trade-lane, he says.

“What is certain is that more complex offshore pro-
jects have been coming through from the major 
oil and gas majors in recent months, and our pur-
pose-built ‘Pad 1’ area for heavier work and fabrica-
tion has been playing a significant role in ongoing 
projects.” said Beards.

FEMAS News
We have been working hard on updating the Mem-
bership Requirements. The revised standards apply 
to Association Members who must be able to demon-
strate compliance with the requirements for their 
members as a minimum before they will be accepted 
as Association Members.

The new standard is available from our website here: 
www.femas.info/downloads/MembershipRequirements.pdf 

The next project, which is already underway, deals 
with our marketing strategy for FEMAS to the mari-
time industry.

Our next Executive Council (ExCo) meeting and the 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held, at the  
invitation of our German Association VDSS, in Ham-
burg on Saturday 21st October, the Agenda has been 
sent to all Association Members. The day before the 
AGM, on Friday 20th October, VDSS have arranged 
for a mini conference, subjects scheduled for pres-
entation include: (1) Why are Operations in Ice so 
Difficult; (2) Software Based Inspection Planning 
and Visualisation; (3) The Technical Surveyor-Cost       
Reduction Potential for the Industry. 

For more information contact the Secretary. 


